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YOUR CAREER AND GEOGRAPHY

by

DOMINADOR Z. ROSELIJ'

In presenting this subject, it is not my intention to tell you to be a

rapher or study Geography for geography's sake or geography per

Whatever profession you have planned, taking geography courses

as your course of study can afford will be very good and useful

nts in your career in the future. And if you have majored

aphy during the undergraduate course - geography courses in

aduate study will be indeed easy for you and will profit you

sely as a career man. As a matter of fact, you will never realize

portant geography education is until you have established your­

your profession.
hen I took geography study in University of the Philippines at

in 1933, I was already Assistant Soil Technologist in the Bureau

nee, being a graduate of UP College of Agriculture with Agricul­

egree in 1928. While in UP College of Arts and Sciences, I

ted with a Bachelor of Science Degree, major in Geography with

as a minor subject in 1935.

rking in the Bureau of Soils, Irrigation Service Unit (A Pump

on Program) and finally Supervising Scientist and Chief of

tural and Natural Resources Research Division, National Science

ment Board (1960-1968), my knowledge in Geography had given

ntages over those who did not have the knowledge of the subject.

WHAT IS GEOGRAPHY?
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and all embracing that this
more disciplines or

is grouped
A student

to enable him to analyze
in order to arrive at the

"Geography has been called the 'Mother of Sciences', since
fund of collective knowledge of of what the Greeks called
graphy has been large enough constitute discipline in themse
such as biology, astronomy, geology, anthropology and others.
discipline have in turn developed from this making geography a g
mother but grandmother becomes more vigorous all the time." (1)

"One of the main objectives of geography is to interpret
habitat and show his relationship to it. Analysis of human h
shows that its nature from the co-existence and inter-re
of host of different Geography attempts to picture
habitat at a given time through the study of arrangeme
natural and human over the earth. The effect of the pa
creation of the present is recognized; the effect of the present 0

future is implied. Part of the task of Geography is to answer the g
question: What is, Where is and why and what difference d
make?" (2)

To most geographers their subject is indeed, intriguing. As y
sters, some collected stamps; not only to satisfy that squirrel co
all children seem to have, but because each little magic scrap of co
paper conjured for them a picture of some far-off land. Most
graphers were map lovers from days of youth, spending hours enj
maps. Some folks may have stars in their eyes; but surely a
grapher has places in his. And of course he always wanted to t
and probably read travel books. What young person
happy day when such person found he could make
information, ideas and things he loved so well.

You may want to know about what a geographer does. Geo
is an exceedingly large subject. It covers the earth and many as
of it.

Because of its dimensions, most
some parts of the and 00 some topics
of the subdivisions are:

1. Agricultural Geography
2. Economic Geography
3. Political Geography
4. Climatology
5. Cultural Geography

6. Demography
7. Geomorphology
8. Bio-geography
9. Cartography

10. Oceanography



18. Rural Geography
19. Military Geography
20. Conservation of Natural

Resources
21. Environmental Geography
22. Population Geography

his kind of geography has been attracting many geographers
due to the need in the city administration, study of city planning
cation of dwellers in heavily congested areas of the city.

hat does an urban do? He studies cities of course .
.es are many problems are varied, he is likely to
e on certain aspects of cities or upon a particular city or group

A few geographers are working at different problems of de­
defining the parts of a city accurately. Everyone knows

has central business district, but just how large is it in
and what business does it contain? Others' would

find which industries and businesses actually sup-­
and which ones are there merely because the people are

AGRICULTURAL GEOGRAPHY

There are many forms and problems that can be studied by goo­
hers and some of them" really did go into this field. Again it is
estion of where and why and how and what of it. Where do crops
, why do they grow there, and when are they harvested and where
they marketed? How will these crops support the farmers. who

them? Is the land wisely utilized both for present and future
re? What economic and practical problems arise there from? (3)

gricultural geography is a huge field in itself, with many different
ts, There are geographers who specialized in tropical agriculture
thers whose prime interest is in the problems of farming at its
rd limits, in temperature regions and in tropical areas and on

al crops.
gricultural geographers find jobs in a variety of places. Many
in government Some teach in University and make

ultural geography of specialization.

want to be an agricultural geographer, you will have to
in climatology, soils, statistics and agricultural econo­

,In "rtrti1~j"n+n tl>", "'Q1H,1 subjects in geography.

11. Industrial Geography
12. Marketing Geography
13. Historical Geography
14. Regional Geography
15. Resources Geography
16. Settlement Geography

Urban Geography

look at some of these in detail.



Some study the inter-relation of the city and its supporting re
or hinterland. Finding the answers to these problem is intriguing,
difficult. Because of these, urban geographers find their jobs q
largely in city planning offices, though few teach in university
make urban geography their field of study.

What does urban geographer need to know? In addition
regular geographic training, he needs to know all he can about
their physical, demographic and political structure, their
problems, their economic problems and their social problems.
mics, sociology and political sciences are all good additional training.

MARKETING GEOGRAPHY
An increasingly large number of American geographers are

their geographic training in the business world. Every business
whether manufacturers, wholesalers or retailers is faced with the w
problems. Where will its raw materials come from; where should
he produced or stored; where can its yields and services be sold?
geographers are specially interested in the where problem, their ser
can be particularly valuable in finding the answers to these questions.

In a rapidly developing country like the Philippines, a geogr
with expertise in marketing geography can readily find a good exe
position in any company that produce consumer's goods.

A geographer who works for a chain store that wants to loc
new supermarket along a busy highway can really solve the pro
If it is to be a drive-in, the company is more interested in the popul
of the outlaying suburbs than of the immediate neighborhood.

Marketing geographer knows the world at large than the av
employee. Products that can be distributed in other countries, the
grapher can certainly pin point the places where there are pot
areas for exports.

A would-be marketing geographer while still in school, s
arm himself with basic courses in economics, accounting, marke
marketing research and statistics. But he must be well trained
grapher too, and he will need considerable imagination when it c
to using or making maps. (1)

REGIONAL, ECONOMIC AND CONSERVATION GEOGRAPH

The specific divisions of Geography that are being given in sele
public and private universities includes, economic, physical, regi
human, political and conservation geography. Some geographers
climate as the basis for regions, still others prefer to describe econ
or human use regions.

In regional geography the factors of environment, such as
climate, relief features, natural vegetation, soils, minerals,
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etc. are considered by descriptions of agriculture, mining, manu­
and other industries of man together with distribution of
location and functions of cities, and problems of importance
nations. Regional geography provides superior means of

ing students learn about the races and countries of the world
the factors that influence the occupation and culture of people and
international relationships of countries. Political and military geo­
hy are founded on a firm foundation of regional geography. (4)
Economic or commercial geography is widely taught in higher insti­

the only geography course offered in a college or
ity Philippine Women's University. When the only
given is the economic geography, this is usually included in a

or department of Commerce or Economics. Economic geography
high cultural value in making students conscious of the location

oncentrations of industries and of varied ways man has of making
ied living. It will be of use to students all their lives in helping
to understand mankind and his ways, besides having the practical
se for future business men of learning the facts concerning sources
terials, their utilization and factors affecting production, process­

nd marketing of goods. (4)
course in the Conservation of Natural Resources is of great prac­
nd social value to the future leaders of opinion in our country.
is a need of conservation measures which will help insure the
nance of acceptable living standards for the people. In general,
ation is a cooperation between man and nature that will bring

the most efficient use of the world resources. The ideal of con-
ion is to have a proper balance or adjustment between man's
tion of resources and the environment so that the resources will
d without waste. Certain institution now require conservation

in school and demand for trained teachers and accurate
about conservation is increasing. (4)

WHERE GEOGRAPHERS WORK

into three groups: One who teaches
and the other who is actually

other designation where geography educa-
in or in

in colleges and uni­
belong)
in the Philippines, in fact

your At one time a
in the evening,

are
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WORKING FOR THE GOVERNMENT

ing geography
of these departments.

What does a geographer do in the various places? Perhaps
than half are engaged in map making, or in gathering information
maps or other classified matters, or acting as map librarian.
graphers, whether they are cartographer or not never get away
maps.

In the field of geographical service to governments,
can and some have dune so, assist in such activities as
use-classification of lands, highway planning, analysis nf tho. o·""cr"g"hi.<

facts of the economy or of the distribution of component
population or of the location and nature of agricultural
enterprises. (5)

In scIentific and research institutions like the National
Development Board or National Research Council of the Phiiippines
the Philippine Council for Agriculture and Resources Research, g
grapher can always fit in such subject as: Agricultural geography,
source geography, regional geography, economic geography, in the j
of planning, programming and evaluation.

Since geography is a synthesizing discipline, the geographer is alw
at home in the field where other are confused and lost in the mid
of the problem. He can evaluate the physical and economic resou
of the country and indicate reasons for its success or failure in
economic development. As a basic and foundation subject, it can be
by different specialists such as a physicist, oceanographer, econ
engineer, chemist, biologist, forester, climatologist, ecologist, rnili
strategies, politicians and science promotion officer.

GEOGRAPHY IN GREAT BRITAIN

For the last four (1968-1971) years, geography has been one
the subjects most in demand, coming behind are mathematics and Eng
but ahead of the other are humanities, science and social studies.
result, geography departments have grown to be among the
departments; in some instances they are the biggest in British
sities, graduating between 50 to 100 honour students each few
now graduate less than 25 a year. Thus geography is
impact throughout higher education and is preparing people
widening range of careers.



education in the Philippines lost its glamour and position
system that started during the Philippine Common­

h Government in 1935, when nationalization of our government offi­
and educational institutions took place. American educators were

ted by American educated Filipino educators. They abolished
hy and in its place, introduced several subjects under the head-
ocial Studies. However, colleges and offered higher
hy as elective subjects, thus depriving the of funda-
knowledge of the basic elements of geography. (7)

ever, the College of Arts and Sciences, University of the Philip­
t Diliman offers undergraduate and graduate courses in Goo­
for BSc, MS and PhD degrees. Compared with other countries in

and Europe, United States has many as 35 state universities
dergraduate and graduate courses are offered. In the Philip­
other universities that offered courses as elective subjects are

ippine Women's University where Economic Geography and
ienees (Physical Geography) are offered, Philippine Christian
y offers Economic Geography and De La Salle University.
ion of Natural Resources in Masteral Degree. (7)

Philippine Geographical Society has been in existence for. the
nty-seven years and its official publication, the Philippine Gee­
1 Journal. a quarterly publication is now in its 22nd volume,
)

National Committee on Geographical Sciences of the National
Development Board (NSDB) was organized in 1968 when the
es became member of the International Geographical Union

NSDB as the adhering organization. The Chairman of the
NSDB in creating the Committee established the terms of re-
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ference of the Committee as per NSDB Office Order No. 09 Series of
1971 as follows:

1. "To promote and stimulate researches in geography as one of
the effective instrument of nation-building;

2. To promote geographic knowledge to all sectors both govern.
ment and private; and

3. To act as international liaison or adhering body to such
national organization as the International Geographical Union and
International Council of Scientific Union."

The members of this National Committee attend congresses,
ferences and seminars of the International Geographical Union and
international organizations. In June 1976, i7,e Chairman and the
Chairman of the Committee attended the Silver Jubilee
Hongkong University on the subject of: Geography and
in Southeast Asia. (9)
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